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Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants have claimed a method for cleaning fabric articles in a 
laundering apparatus, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) uniformly applying to the fabric articles a quantity of cleaning fluid from 
about 20% by dry weight of the fabric articles up to the absorption capacity 
of the fabric articles, wherein said cleaning fluid comprises a lipophilic 
fluid and an adjunct, said lipophilic fluid is selected from the group 
consisting of octamethylcyclo-tetrasiloxane, decamethylcyclopentasiloxane, 
dodecamethylcyclohexasiloxane, and mixtures thereof: and 

b) mechanically removing said applied quantity of cleaning fluid from said 
fabric articles such that the quantity of cleaning fluid remaining on said 
fabric articles after the removing step is from about 20% to about 1 00% by 
dry weight of the fabric articles; 

wherein said method is a non-immersive method containing essentially no free 
cleaning fluid. 

The closest prior art of Kilgour et al, US 6,310,029 teaches a cleaning 
process whereby at least a portion of an article is contacted with a composition 
comprising decamethylcyclopentasiloxane solvent, water, and additional siloxane 
solvent and the composition is removed by blotting or centrifugation (col. 7, 
example 63 and col. 10, claims 1-10). Note that the articles to be cleaned may be 
contacted with the composition by spraying, brushing, or rubbing (col. 5, lines 11- 
17). 
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Applicants have argued that first, there is no disclosure in Kilgour et al. of 
the amount of cleaning fluid contacting the fabric article, specifically, there is no 
disclosure of amount of cleaning fluid based on the absorptive capacity of the 
fabric articles. Second, Kilgour et al. discloses (1 ) a process for applying the 
cleaning composition to a localized area (e.g.. a stained area) and removing it by 
blotting (Col. 5. lines 11-17 and claims 2 and 3) and (2) an immersive cleaning 
process wherein the article is immersed in a cleaning composition (Co1 . 5. lines 
18-20 and claims 4 and 5). To a person of ordinary skill in the art, the first 
embodiment of Kilgour et al. is directed to a spot pretreatment process in 
which the cleaning composition is applied sparingly to the stained area. In 
contrast, the presently claimed invention is directed to a uniform application of 
the cleaning fluid to a fabric article up to the absorptive capacity of the fabric 
articles. Moreover, the second embodiment of Kilgour et al. is directed to an 
immersive process, which would employ an excess amount of free fluids to a 
wash bath in order to immerse the fabric articles. In contrast, the presently 
claimed invention is directed to a non-immersive process, which contains 
essentially no free fluids. 

This argument is found to be persuasive and so the present clainns are 
allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Charies I. Boyer whose telephone number is 
571 272 131 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 to 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on 571 272 1316. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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